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A Study of “King Wen of Chu Expanded Territory in
Hanyang” Recorded in the “Xinian” of the Tsinghua
Collection of Bamboo Manuscripts

WEI Dong

Center for Unearthed Literature Research and Protection, Tsinghua University

The second section of the text “Xinian” [J [J of the Tsinghua Collection of
Bamboo Manuscripts recorded the historical transition from the Western Zhou
to the Eastern Zhou. Towards the end of the section, there is a line that caught
the attention of scholars: “King Wen of Chu expanded territory in Hanyang”
UOdodgdgggag . After examining the various interpretations, this paper
raises three questions: firstly, whether there is a lacuna in this line and if so, is
shi O the missing word here; secondly, whether there is a connection between
the line in question with the purport of the second section of the “Xinian,” and
thirdly, is there a connection between King Wen of Chu “expanded territory in
Hanyang” and the area he took up residence. The paper proposes that Hanyang
was both a directional indicator and geographic name. After reviewing several
views on the approximate geographic range of Hanyang by previous scholars,
the author moves on to analyze the early occurrences of the term in transmitted
literature and expresses his own view on the matter.

Keywords: Tsinghua Bamboo Manuscripts, “Xinian,” King Wen of Chu,
Hanyang
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