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Three Aspects of Cosmology According to the
Shanghai Museum Manuscript “Heng xian”

PHAM Lee Mot

Institute of Chinese Literature and Philosophy, Academia Sinica, Taiwan

When identifying the origin and transformative effects of the cosmos,
the Shanghai Museum manuscript “Heng xian” employs two keywords, ji [
and Auo O . In its subsequent discussion, the text draws a connection between
the operations of the cosmos and human society. Thus, to understand what the
text means by the “enlightened king” (mingwang [ [0 ), “enlightened ruler”
(mingjun 00 O ), and “enlightened scholar” (mingshi J I ) and the notion that
they do not cause any disturbance in their actions, it is necessary to grasp the
full implications of the terms ji and Auo. This is what this study sets out to do,
first to give a philological analysis of the words ji and huo, then to explain the
philosophical concepts denoted by these terms, and in this way to reconstruct
the relation between the two in the context of intellectual development. In
particular, ji has the meaning of the origin of the cosmos, and it forms an
integral relation with Auo in describing the process from origin to birth. By
working out the structure of this conception, and by reading the “Heng xian”
as a whole, the study points out that the term Auo has the triple meaning of “to
have,” “domain,” and “or,” and all three meanings are at play in the process
described in the text. The first meaning is exhibited as the myriad things come
into existence; the second refers to the constantly changing time and space
where the myriad things undergo transformation; and the last represents the
cycles in which the myriad things come alive or become dead, brighten or dim.

Keywords: Shanghai Museum manuscripts, “Heng xian,” cosmology, ji [J ,
huo [

BERERZREET £AHH
2018 £ 5 A
B 217-249

0000000 ooooogn
oooogogoogooo”

0on
ooooooo

uvgoooobouoouoooobobogoooooa
uooobuoooooooobob oo oobobuoooo
godoobuoooooooobbouoooooobbobuoooo
uooobuooooooobbouoooooobobobuoonoo
uooobuoooooooobob oo oobobuoooo
goooboooouobbuoooubbooooobobooo

RAfEsE : D00 O0oOoOoooooo

* 0000000000000 0000000000000000000O

217

Tk ot 3 4B N By

il

R

B A 2 R



218

57 48 B2 5 S T A > 09 il of oh

00000000 '0000000000000000000
goooooooooooobobooooooooooboo
gooooobbobbooooooooooooobod
bbb oobobobuooooooooooboo
goooooooooooobobooooooooooboo
uooobooooooooobbuooooooooobd
bbb oobobobuooooooooooboo
000’0000000000000000000Mm 0000
uooobooooooooobbuooooooooobd
bbb oobobobuooooooooooo
gooobooooooooooobooooooooooo
uooobooooooooobbuooooooooobd
bbb oobobobuooooooooooo
goooobooboooooonoomoooooooobooo
0000°00000000000000000D0D0O000000
bbb ooobobouoooooobbobuoooo
gooooo
uvogooboooogbooooubbooouobobooon
bbb ooobobouoooooobbobuoooo
oo ooooooboboboooooom o
goooobomooobobooooooooboobbuouoooao
bbb ooobobouoooooobbobuoooo

O O o0ooo0oo0ogoogogooog-g
OO0 ooo0oQ0oooo-goo o

| bDoooogobooooooboooooooboooogoLobobobooogoag
ggooooooboboboobobooooooooooooboboboboobobooo
oo obbbboooobbbbOooboobboooOoO
gooooooobobboboboboboooooooooooobooboobobbooo
gbooboobogoobobbbboooooiddooooooooooooobooooo

2 JOomoooooomobooboooooz2o0070000 20

3 obobobobobobbooooooooooboooooooboooOobobbbObbbbDbbn
gobooooboobooooboooboobooooobboooobooooobobooo
oooooooogd

00000000000 0000000 —O000000000
gooobooooooooobooooooobobooooo
uooobuooooooobbouoooooobobobuoonoo
0000000000°0000000000000000000
gobooooooooouooooooooooboooobod
uooobooooooobbboooooooobbuoonoo
bbb ooobbbooooooobbobuouooo

0000000000°00000000000000000000

uooobuooooooobbbouoooooooboboonoo
bbb ooooobbbouoooooobbobuoooo
00000000000 0000’00000000000000
0000000000000 000D0O0O0O0D*000o0ooo0n’?
0000 “000000000000000000000000
goooboooooooob oo oobobooooo
oboodoobooooouooooouoooboboooobd
oo bbooooooobbooooo g
goooboooooooob oo oobobooooo
oot ooooooon
ugooobooooouobbooouobbooooooboobooa

4 000D OobOoobOUoob0oOobUoobOoobOobDOoobO201OOO
225-2460

S 0obomoboooobo0 —Ooobobooboboobobooboobbmooon
gog2o0010019%00 60000 83-12301

6 ODO0boOoobooobooobo0oobo0ooobobooobDbD440D
100020170 100000 45-620

7 OoOOoOOoOOmbOOODOODOODODOODOODODOODMmOO000000019970040
g 75-930

g DOopooODboobObObOmoobOobOmobobobobbbol0 —O000o0o0o0o0o0o0ad
000U ou 4002017 sboO0O 137-1580

9 oboooomooooooboobbb —Awobobooboobooooobooooooobobo
gooboooobooobooomoootb —Ooobooobbooboboo
goooooooooogeononooooobobbobbDb 29-750

10 Jdb0moooboobooobooobooooboboooboooboooboooobon
019770 10000

219

0 Tk = ot S4B B

B THM ] B THE] S -



