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On the Theory of Na-Tone Five Elements in the
Daybooks of Shui Hudi Qin Bamboo Slips

WANG Qiang
Institute of Research on Ancient Chinese Text, Jilin University

Collaborative Innovation Centre of Unearthed Documents and Ancient Chinese

Civilization Studies

The text titled “Gan zhi” O O in the daybooks of Shui Hudi Qin Bamboo
Slips is important material for the theory of Na-Tone Five Elements. According
to comparative studies on excavated bamboo and silk slips, it should be
renamed “Yu xuyu” O 0O 0O or “Yu xuyu xing xi” O 0O 0O O O . This is the
earliest material found on the Na-Tone Five Elements, which proves that the
theory of Sixty Jiazi Na-Tone was developed no later than the late Warring
States period. On this basis, this paper argues that the order of bamboo slips
nos. 224-237 is problematic, and proposes a new sequence according to the
piece titled “Ru guan” O O .
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Indigenous Elite Networks and Mongol Gover-
nance in Thirteenth-century North China*
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In this paper, I reconstruct the epistolary network of Han literati in the
northern territories during the thirteenth-century Jin-Yuan transition. As a
base, I used two hundred letters in a collection titled Zhongzhou gizha U U
U O (Epistolary writings of the central plain). In response to a recent study
which suggested the dissolution of literati networks after the demise of the
Jin dynasty in 1234, I show how literati across different regions in the North
maintained connections with each other through letters. I further discuss how
Qubilai’s system of patronage, with the help of several key brokers in the
epistolary network, transformed parts of the literati network into an indigenous
network of political elites after 1260; and this network, in turn, contributed to
Mongol governance and administration in the North.

Keywords: Mongol empire, elite networks, Qubilai, North China, Epistolary
Research

* 1 wrote this paper as part of my work on the research project “China and the Historical
Sociology of Empire” (2012-2017) funded by the European Research Council (Project ID:
283525). An earlier draft was presented at the Leeds International Medieval Congress in 2014.
1 would like to express my gratitude to Hilde De Weerdt and Brent Ho Hou-leong U [J [0 for
their support and encouragement. I would also like to thank Kwok Ka Fai for his assistance
in getting access to a digital copy of the Zhongzhou Qizha that is now in the collection of the
National Central Library in Taiwan. I am also indebted to the two anonymous reviewers and
editors of the journal for their critical comments and suggestions. Part of the findings of this
research has been used to demonstrate how digital tools facilitate Chinese historical research.
See Hilde De Weerdt, Chu Ming-Kin and Ho Hou-Ieong, “Chinese Empires in Comparative
Perspective: A Digital Approach,” Verge: Studies in Global Asias 2.2 (2016), 62—64.
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