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Notes on Some Paleographic Issues in the Study of Old
Chinese Phonology

LI Shoukui

Department of Chinese Language and Literature, Tsinghua University

Research on the ancient Chinese characters cannot be separated from
scholarship in the field of the old Chinese phonology. Likewise, researchers
of the Old Chinese phonology should pay attention to the scholarship on
ancient Chinese characters. For some ancient characters, their pronunciations
may have been lost during the process of standardization, with their existing
pronunciations based on the erroneous configurations in the Han Dynasty. The
resulting pronunciation therefore are mostly unsound. This paper demonstrates
three particular problems with regard to the ancient Chinese characters in the
Old Chinese phonological research. Firstly, in some cases, the pronunciations
are unreliable due to the misconfiguration of the characters. Secondly,
characters that belong to different writing systems cannot provide evidence
for one another. Thirdly, there is no need to require a definitive connection
between multiple pronunciations of the same character.

Keywords: The ancient Chinese characters, Old Chinese phonology, the
configuration of Chinese characters, the rhyme categories in the Old
Chinese phonology
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