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ABSTRACT

Based on the multi-source big data, this paper utilized text analysis and
econometric model to analyse LGBTQ discourse in China’ s social media,
Weibo. The study has quantified that, as a subculture, the topic of "LGBTQ"
has gradually become more popular in Weibo and the sentiment index of the
discussion discourse is positive in general. However, the sentiment index
decreased over time and there are spatial differences in inland areas and the
southeast coast. Our data revealed that sentiment index related to "LGBTQ" is
significantly correlated with various macro factors, such as urbanization level,

cultural development level, and the news media's reports on LGBTQ.
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